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David Kotz and Meng Jie on Neo-liberalism and China

David Kotz Meng Jie

Abstract: Prof. David Kotz and Prof. Meng Jie talked about the relationship between
neo-liberalism and Chinese economy. Prof. Kotz began with what is neo-liberalism and
the influence of neo-liberalism in the West, especially in the United States, then he
gave some statements on neo-liberalism’s impact over China’s reform and opening policy
and today’s economic policy making process, he also predicted the possible
consequences of it and China’s alternatives to neoliberal policy. Prof. Meng Jie took the
non-state-owned enterprises, national and local government three-dimensional pattern
of the Chinese market as his starting point. He pointed out that government power and
the state play an important role in resolving the contradiction of market economy in
China’s reform. Therefore, the Chinese market economy since the reform and opening is
not what a neo-liberalism system can explain. Prof. Kotz and Prof. Meng agree that the
post reform Chinese economy is not a neoliberal system in general, but this does not de-
ny that there are many neoliberal elements in Chinese economy. To expect further de-
velopment, the Chinese economy should resist the invasion of neo-liberalism.

Key words: Neo-liberalism, China, economic policy, market reform

Author (s): David Kotz, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts

Amherst; Meng Jie, Professor of School of Economics, Renmin University of China.



