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The Political Economic Analysis of Trade Frictions between
China and the United States

Xie Di Zhang Gong

Abstract: Since taking office as the president of the United States, Trump has launched
a series of protectionist policies. As the largest trade surplus country of the United
States, China is inevitably the focus of the Trump administration. Since the US
launched the “301” survey on August 18, 2017, trade frictions between China and the
United States have continued to escalate. On July 6, 2018, the trade war between China
and the United States officially started. The trade friction between China and the United
States is the product of the contradiction movement of the economic interest relations
between the two major economies, and can only be solved gradually in the adjustment
of each other’s economic interests. Marx’s political economy is the study of the relation-
ship between production and economic interests. It should and may have an effective ex-
planation of the trade friction between China and the United States, which are different
from the general trade theory. It is helpful to understand the trade frictions between
China and the United States rationally and take effective measures to deal with the con-
tradiction of economic benefit which it brings.
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